Curtls Jackson escaped a
violent drug-dealing past to
 become a rap millionaire. Now he
wants to become a movie star

W urtis “50 Cent” Jackson thinks he’s misunderstood. An
ex-crack dealer he’s survxved a murder attempt th Ieft -
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HEADED FOR TROUBLE In poverty-
stricken South Jamaica, Queens,
Jackson’s early years were marked
by violence. His single mother, Sa-
brina Jackson, worked the streets as
acrack dealer until her drug-related
murder in 1984, and he has never
known his father. Taken in by his
grandparents, Jackson himself start-
ed dealing at 12. “I started hustling
[drugs],” he says. “At first I could only
do it between 3 and 6, when my
grandparents thought I was in an
after-school program.” By 16, Jack-
son, now 30, was a high school
dropout who'd spent several stints in
jail. But after the birth of his son Mar-
quise, now 9, in ’96, he decided to
focus on rapping. “My priorities
changed,” he says. “My son is the rea-
son I stopped doing the things my
mother was doing.”

TAKING ON RAP—AND NINE BULLETS
Selling tapes on New York’s streets,
Jackson was beginning to make a
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=$60 MILLION

“I feel like | could make a billion dollars
easy,” says Jackson, whose empire includes
(1) avideo game, 50 Cent: Bulletproof;

(2) a flavor of Glacéau Vitamin Water;
- and (3) a multiyear sneaker deal with

' Reebok. His 50,000-sq.-ft. Farmington,
- Conn., mansion (4), once owned by Mike

Tyson, features 18 bedrooms, a movie
_ theaterand anightclub.
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name for himself in hip-hop when
his dream of stardom almost ended
after a 2000 shooting that nearly
killed him. “I knew if he couldn’t have
his music, there was no use to him
living,” says grandmother Beulah
Jackson, who witnessed the shoot-
ing outside her house. Now Jackson,
who parlayed such experiences into
gold records, endorsements and
plenty of bling (see below), travels
with six security men. “My son thinks
I'm a superhero. He says, “They can’t
kill my daddy.’ You kidding me?”

THE OTHER SIDE OF THE COIN With
a history like that, it’s no wonder
cast and crew of Get Rich were sur-
prised their star was anything but
scary. “He’s soft-spoken,” says co-
star Viola Davis, who plays his grand-
mother. “Not egotistical.” Indeed,
Jackson, who doesn’t smoke or drink
anything stronger than his signa-
ture vitamin water, “is disarmingly
funny,” says screenwriter Terence

PlayStation.2

Winter. “I expected him to
be the guy in his songs—he
wasn’t that at all.” He also
cried on cue and stripped
down for a fight scene in a
jailhouse shower with cast-
mate Terrence Howard.
“Curtis had the most to
lose,” says Howard, who
praises his castmate’s tran-
sition from rap to acting. “I
view him as an artist that is changing
from acrylics to working with oils.”

PAGING MRS. CENT While his Get Rich
alter-ego has a love interest in costar
Joy Bryant, the rapper is happy single.
“TI gotso much going on,” says Jackson,
whose relationship with Vivica A. Fox
ended in 2003, “[But] awoman is always
a priority, whether a man admits it or
not.” Commitment maybe tougher than
mastering acting: “I have trustissues.”

LIVING LARGE In the meantime Jack-
son hangs with Marquise and his rap
crew G-Unit at his Connecticut man-
sion. The newest member: a cute Jack
Russell terrier named Soldier. Fur-
ther proofthat 50’s gone soft? Not so
fast. If someone breaks in, “all I need
him to do is bark,” says the rapper.
“I'll handle the problem.”

By Chris Strauss. Oliver Jones and
Michael Fleeman in Los Angeles, Tiffany
McGee and Kelly Carter in New York City
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