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Why the ski resort town of Aspen has been a magnet for the T _
rich and famous for more than 50 years. woros keLLy E CARTER RS RiiEt fepen

TROLL DOWNTOWN ASPEN'S red-brick  Prada, Fendi, Ermenegilde Zegna, Brioni — and six furriers
streets today and it's hard to believe thisritzy resort. seduce shoppers. The average family home costs $1755.3
town was once so destitute that some residents,  million {$5.75m). an abundance of fine-dining restaurants
unable to maintain their large Victorian homes,  tantalises the tastebuds and an array of year-round cultural
mowved into the majestic Hotel Jerome for S11 per activities beckons visitors to this ski resort,
month, These days that minuscole amount won't even buy [nlike other premier ski destinations, which have been
you twi bags of the famous Aspen Kettle Corn. A plethoraof  built around their phenomenal skiing. Aspen — covering
designer boutigques — Guecd, Ralph Lauren, Louis Vuitton.  a mere 9.47sq km and nestled in the heart of the White »
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Mill Street pedestrian
mallis a shopping and
restauranthub ;

Aspen was transformed
into a ski community
after hard times hit

River Mational Forest —initially thrived on its mining industry
and was only transformed into a ski community as an after-
thought when hard times hit.

By 1891, 11 wears after it was scttled, Aspen had become
the larpest single silver-mining region in the U8, At its peak
the city boasted 12,000 residents, six newspapers, four
schools, three banks, electric lights, a hospital, an opera house,
and a small brothel district. The good times ended when the
U8 government repealed the Sherman Silver Act (which
required the governument to purchase silver) in 1893, The huge
quantities of silver in circulation had cansed a drastic decline
in the 1S gold reserve, By 1935, only 700 residents remained.
These are relerred to as the “Ouiet Years” in Aspen,

When the Aspen Mountain ski area opened in 1947, boasi-
ing the world's longest chairlifi, Hollywood's big names took
notice and the city has never looked back. Today's population
is 6000, bulging to 27,000 in the high season. Some of the
original Victorian houses still stand and although a few have
been converted into restanrants and bookshops, their pres-
ence provides a nostalgic touch, which outshines the pomp
that could easily dominate this town. Wheeler Opera House
(1889 features more than 300 events annually, while 30
galleries show works ranging from glass art to paintings,

Music, film, food and wine festivals dominate in summer,
but life revolves around the world-class skiing from late
Novernber/Decernber through to mid-April, Don't be surprised
tospot a celebrity —afew are pari-time residents —or Olympian
on the slopes. But please don't stare, Aspen may have the
accoutrements of a big city, but it's a small town at heart.

STAY

675 East Durant Avenue.
{970)9204600.
www.thelittlenell.com
Conveniently located at the
hase of Aspen Mountain, this
92-room hotel is a cross
between ladge and grand
hotel, attracting glitterati from

around the globe. Rooms
fram SUSTS0 ($812).

330 East Main Street.
(970}9201000.

www. hoteljerome.com
Built at the helght of Aspen's

silver boam, this historic and
well-maintained landmark
exudes elegance throughout

its antique-filled common areas
and richly appointed rooms,
From 55495 ($536).

T09 East Durant Avenue.
(970)925 6760.
www.theskyhotel.com

Sky Hotel recently renovated
half of its 90 rooms, adding
bottled oxygen and faux-fur
throws, The lobby, with its long
games table and high-backed
white leather chairs, oozes hip.
From 5US299 (5324). ?
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ASPEN '

Ml Anarray of year-round '
_cultural activities beckons

SEE&DO

433 East Durant Avenue.
(970)9251T10.

Get your skates on and

make for the centre of Aspen,
where you can glide around
this outdoor rink while music
is piped in and Aspen Mountain
looms overhead. Open 11am-
9pm daily in winter, with
admission from $U55.50 and
skate rental from SUS3.

525 East Cooper Avenue.
(9T0) 544 5705.
www.floriagallery.com

A gallery that shows primarily
abstract work in all media from
known and emerging artists.
This month 10 artists —
including Americans Caio
Fonseca and Betsy Eby, and
Israeli Maomie Kremer — will

show together for the first time.

Suite 201, 525 East Cooper
Avenue.(9T0)925 T117.
www.212gallery.com

This gallery specialises

in important works of
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20th-century art, as well

as historic non-Western art
and ethnographica. Check out
works by Kris Cox, known for
his portraits of kachina (Hopi
Indian) dolls, and Mark Cesark,
who finds and assembles
pieces of steel,

602 East Cooper Avenue.
(9T0)9256100.
www.galeriemax.com

Buy a Picasso right off the
wall at this gallery. Owners
Albert Sanford, a fine art
collector and dealer for more
than 27 years, and his wife
Dorothy Wildman say, "We
would not present anything in
the gallery that we would not
e comfortable hanging in our
own home.” Also on view are
European works, with an
emphasis on Young British
Artists, and a spectacular
collection of works on paper.

SHOP

434 East Cooper Avenue.
(9TD)925TETE.
www.kemosabe.com

Cowhoy hats and boots are

de rigueur in Aspen and theres
no better place to purchase
them than here, Check out the
handmade boots by Lucchese
Classics (which are crafted with
exotic skins such as ostrich,
shark, stingray, hippopotamus
and elephant) or the hand-
shaped cowboy hats.

611 East Durant Avenue.
(970)2209388.
www.gorsuchltd.com

If aesthetics on the slopes

are just as important to you as
skills, stop here first to pick up
the hottest skiwear, including
top brands KJus and Etro. The
Colorado chain is the exclusive
retailer for Zal skis, which are
handcrafted in Switzerland
from titanium and ash.

221 East Main Street.

(970) 925 5336. www.
explorebooksellers.com
Aspenites breathed a sigh of
relief last year when the new
owners promised not to change

Hats off at
Kemo Sabe

Galerie Maximillian

a thing at this local institution.
Located in a two-storey
Victorian building, it offers an
Impressive array of books and
jazz CDs, plus the town's only
vegetarian restaurant. Don't
be surprised to find a notable
author relaxing in the brown
leather chair in front of the
picture window,

EAT

303 East Main Street.

(9T0) 544 6628.
www.matsuhisaaspen.com
Acclaimed chef Nobu Matsuhisa
is the man behind this popular
restaurant serving delectable
Japanese food in an upstairs
lounge and a much-louder
main dining room downstairs,
Superb sushi, impressive wine
and sake list. Book well ahead
in high season,

675 Durant Avenue.

(9T0) 920 4500.
www.thelittlenell.com

The dynamic duo of chef

Ryan Hardy, whose private

farm provides some of the
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