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Whare is it? Located in France's
Champagne region, this grand hatel is set
n @ lush, sevan-hactare park and is a
shoert train ride from Paris.

Vintage or modern? The main house,
dating from 194, was hame to the
Pommery tamily and Parisian royatty
bafore being sold in 1780. In 1980, ched
Gerand Boyer and his wile Elyane opened
the hotel

Who goes thera? Franch dgritaries,
actors and well-hegled foreigners flock to
the hotel, its grounds and three
restaurants. Michael Douglas and Rober
De Nire are amang the Hellywood
celebrifies to have stayed hore, B is 3
Favourite with gxacutives from nearby
champagne houses such as Viewwe Clicguot

What's the decor like? Antigue. French
decorating wonder Pierre-Yves Rochon,
whose design credits include Paris”
Feorge ¥ and the Sofitel in Chicage, gave
the hotel the air of a classical French
chateau, Many of the paintings were
found at Parisian flea markets and new
pieces combine with old to create an
wifact the French call maison bourgeaize.
‘What about the guest quarters? Each of
thie 20 rooms, 17 of which are in the”
chateau, was decorated uniquety by
Rubelli, Frey, Canovas and Flipo of Laura
Ashiey, Room 32 revels in a safar matif
and athers in floral design, The exclusive
Princess rooms ovariook tha grounds,
What's new? A Tl-square-matre suite

on a floor all to itself. Decorated in

a conbemporary style, the brightly Lit
suite features an enormeus bath ard
sitting room,

How's the service? With a three-to-ona
staff-to-guest ratio, the service is
unparalieled. Mo wonder Las Crayéres
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has besn voled lop hotel in the world by
Condd Nast Traveler.

‘What about the feod? With appetisers
ranging from £35 [$333] 1o €110 and
enlrees going for €50 to £70, dining can
easily exceed lhe cost of & room. Thigrmy
Woisin, who has worked with chef Boyer
8l Les Crayéres since 1968, whips up
amazing French dishes at the hotel’s
Michelin two-slar restaurant. And
champagne lovers will bubble over the
290 choices.

And the battom line? Racms cost fram
€273 to €475 a night,
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