pez, France
IU's hard to tell which 51 Tropez has more of; swim-
waar boutiques ar ice-cream stands. But too much
indulgence in the latter can make shepping far the
formar a deprassing experience, parlicularly ina
Lirny fishing willage that has groven into a decadent
playground for the wealthy, Whether looking for tha
perfect autht in which to turn hasds while Lunching
at one of the 31 beach clubs along Pampelonne Bay,
ar o wear abosrd cne of the multimillian-dallar
rhega-yachls that line the port or to 1ake & dip in the
beckoning azure waters, ane can lind it in St Tropez,

La Boutique, on the beach at Club Les Palmiers
[Rowta de IEpi, Ramatuelle; 1el: 33 4 %4 79 82 80, is
anly in its third season bt has already established
itsalf as the place to buy alluring and daring swim-
wear. Stephanie Cachat, who ovarsess the shop,
prides herself on offering lnes and brands not fownd
everywhere in 5t Tropez, including London designer
Melissa Odabash, Haly's Vanda Catucc and Lolita
Jaca of 5t Barths. Suits [E100 to E400/HKE1.08D to
HESE,300] that shimmer, same kaitted and others in
bright colours, dazzle diners during summer’s daily
fashion shows at se=aifont establehments,

Designer Arianie Schlouch, the qguasn af swim-
waar in 5t Tropez far 20 years, features p|E{E$
s chic In her two boutiques - Arianie |Place de
\a Garonna, tel; 33 04 94 97 81 B4 and La Yoila
Rowge [Rarmetuelle; tel: 33 04 76 79 B4 71; arianie
@wanadea,ir] - that the fashisns would it in
perfectly for a night on the town ... at least in
audacious 51 Tropez. Swarovski cryztals adern soms
pieces, which range from 300 te £400 and which
are modelled daily during lunch at the hip beach club
La Woile Rougs. La Perla end Ernamo are among the
hat brands seld.

Fisico cwner gnd designer Cristing Farrari from
Italy will spon open a boutique in 5t Tropes, but for
naws hier lans can find her couture yet camfortable
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beachwear at the boutique a1 Le Club 55 |Plage de
Pampelonne, Bouleward Patch, Rematuelle; tel: 33 4
94 55 55 55; www,clubBh.ir], the granddaddy of the
bamch clubs. Cormne de Colmant, whose husband,
Fatrica, owns La Club 55, runs tha shop, which al=o
sells putstanding creations by Laura Urbinati and
Doenani [from £100 to 170, &5 well &5 the lingarie-
inspired swirmwear line Pas Pour Tous,

Wilebregquin, which started in 5t Tropez in tha
19705 but is now an fwe conbinents, caters 10 males.
Bnown for its wibrant, bodd and colowriul patterns -
and patented waterproof pockels 1o keep valuables
dry - the line's whimsical shorts [E200] ara a hit with
the jat-sat, It is almost impossible (o be out of sight
ol a Vilebrequin store in 51 Tropez. where thare ara
fiwa outpests lincluding at 1 rue de la Poste, tel: 33 4
74 57 &7 12; wwaw vilebreguin.coml,

The entirg family can find fashionabde and
Tunctional swimwear at Kivwi St Tropez, which
openad in 1985 and offars lines for everyone alils
three locations around town [such as at 34 Rue
Allard, tel: 33 & B4 97 62 26; wowew kiwi.mc). An
abundance of tropleal prints [flamingos and toucans
abound] and bright colours make up the collechan,
priced From E50 to €60, Kally Carter

Dariel Thisrmy




